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USB Virtual COM Installation Guide



INSTALLING USB VIRTUAL COM DRIVERS

If you are using USB Virtual COM for the first time, you must install its driver first. Driver
version 5.3 or later is required.

INSTALL USB VIRTUAL COM DRIVERS

) Run the setup file:

» CP210x_VCP_Win2K_ XP_S2K3.exe for Windows Vista/2003 Server/XP/2000
» CP210xVCPInstaller_x64.exe for Windows 8/Windows 7

Note: Driver for Windows 98se is not included in the driver package. Please contact our
sales representative for drivers.

The InstallShield Wizard will guide you through how to install drivers for Windows
(see the following screenshots taken in Window XP for demonstration purposes).

If there is an existing setup file installed on your computer, you will see the following
dialog box. Click [Cancel] to exit setup.

Silicon Laboratories CP210x VCP Drivers for Windows 2004 -0 x|

E xizting Installed Instances Detected

Select the appropriate application instance to update.

Setup haz detected one or more instances of this application already inztalled on your system. You
can maintain or update an existing instance or ingtall 2 completely new instance.

% Install a new instance of this application.

i~ Maintain or update the instance of thiz application selected below:

Dizplay Mame | | niat
Silicon Laboratories CP210x WP Drivers for Windows 20004P 2003 Serverfdista  ohd

1| | i

| metallEheld
< Back M et > I | Cancel E ||
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After clicking [Cancel], a dialog box shows up. Click [Yes] to cancel the setup.
ﬂ

Are you sure you want to cancel the setup?
Yes Mo
.|

Refer to Check Existing Driver Version and find out if the driver version is 5.3 or later.

2) If you have determined to install the drivers and have clicked [Next] in the previous

window, the welcome window shows up. Then click [Next] to continue.

Silicon Laboratories CP210x VCP Drivers for Windows 2000/XP 2003 x|

Welcome to the InstallShield Wizard for Silicon
Laboratones CP210x ¥YCP Dnvers for Windows
2000fXP/2003 Server/Vizta

The InstallShield wWizard will copy Silicon Laboratories
CP210WCP Dirivers for Windows 2000/P/2003
ServerMizta onto pour computer. Ta continue, click Mest,

< Back Cancel |

3) Read the License Agreement and select to accept the terms. Click [Next] to continue.
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Silicon Laboratories CP210x VCP Drivers for Windows 2000 /XP,

Licensze Agreement
Pleaze read the following license agreement carefully,

EMD-USER LICEMSE AGREEMENT
IMPORTANT: READ CAREFULLY
BEFORE AGREEIMNG TO TERMS

SILICOMN LABORATORIES IMC., SILICON LABORATORIES INTERMATIONAL PTE.

LTD., AWD THEIR AFFILIATES [COLLECTIVELY, "SILICOM LABS") HAWE

DEVELOPED CERTAIM MATERIALS [E.G.. DEVELOPMENT TOOLS, EXAMPLE CODE,
EMBEDDABLE CODE. DLLs, SOFTWARE/COMPUTER PROGRAMS AND OTHER

THIRD PARTY PROPRIETARY MATERIAL) ["LICEMSED MATERIALS") THAT vOU

My USE [N COMJUMCTION %/ITH SILICON LABS' MCU PRODUCTS. ANY USE OF

THE LICEMSED MATERIALS 15 SUBJECT TO THIS END-USER LICEMSE ;I

ACOEELICR T CLISTIIE T AR ST S T R e s LI AT AL S S ST e

% | accept the terms of the licenze agreement Frint |

™ | do not accept the terms of the license agreement

< Back Cancel |
&y

4) If you wish to change the destination location, click [Browse..] on the right.
Otherwise, click [Next] to continue.

Silicon Laboratories CP210x VCP Drivers for Windows 2000 /XP,

Chooze Destination Location

[Fetalls hield

Select folder where setup will install files.

Setup will install Silicon Laboratonies CP21 0w WP Drivers for wWindows 2000&P/2003
Serverfizta in the fallawing folder.

T inztall to thiz falder, chck Nest. Tanstall to a different folder, click Browse and select
another folder.

c:hSilabshhCL Browse. .. |

[metallEheld

|' Destination Folder

< Back Cancel |
Y

5) Click [Install] to begin the installation.
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Silicon Laboratories CP210x VCP Drivers for Windows 2000 /XP 200

Ready to Inztall the Program
The wizard iz ready to begin installation.

Click Inztall to begin the inztallation.
[F pou want ko review or change any of your installation settings, click Back. Click Cancel to exit
the wizard.
| retallS hield
< Back Inztall L Cancel |
Fh

6) Wait for several seconds while installing drivers (= copying files to your hard drive).

Silicon Laboratories CP210x VCP Drivers for Windows 2000/XP /2

Setup Status

The InstallShield Wizard iz instaling Silicon Laboratories CP21 0% WEF Drivers for Windows
2000/F/ 2003 ServerVizta

Inztalling

| metallEheld




Installing USB Virtual COM Drivers

7) Click [Launch the CP210x VCP Driver Installer] to install drivers or update an existing
driver. Click [Finish] to complete the setup. Otherwise, you can run the installer later
from the default installation directory.

Silicon Laboratories CP210x VCP Drivers for Windows 2000/XP 2003

InzstallShield Wizard Complete

The InstallShield wWizard haz succeszsfully copied the Silicon
Laboratories CP210w VTP Drivers for Windows 2000/=P /2003
ServerMizta ta wour hard drive. The driver installer listed below
ghould be executed in order to install drivers or update an
exizting driver.

W Launch the CP210w TP Driver Inzstaller,

Click Finizh to complete the Silicon Laboratories CP210x WCP
Drrivers for Windows 2000/5P #2003 Server®ista setup.

< Back m Eanzel |

8) Clicking [Finish] with the checkbox ticked to install “CP210x USB to UART Bridge
Driver”.

If you wish to change the destination location, click [Change Install Location...].
Otherwise, click [Install] to continue.

& silicon Laboratories CP210x USB to UART Bridge Driver x|
Silicon Laboratories
Silicon Laboratories CP210x USE to UART Bridge
Installation Location: Driver Version 5.4

I C:\Program Files\Silabs\MCU\CP 2 10xY,

Change Install Location... Install N Cancel

"




USB Virtual COM Installation Guide

9) Wait for several seconds while installing the drivers. Click [OK] to exit the wizard.

x
L3
1 ) Installation completed successfully

Fu
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CHECK EXISTING DRIVER VERSION

Go to Start | Control Panel | Add or Remove Programs. If you have installed the
driver before, it will be on the program list.

i xi

s

5 Currently installed programs: [T Show updates Sort by: INamE vl
Change or =
TR i=! silicon Laboratories CP210x USB to UART Bridge (Driver Removal) | ———— o
Programs ! ‘
] To change this program or remove it from your computer, dick Change/Remaove,
., ; |
ﬁ& @ Silicon Laboratories CP210x VCP Drivers for Windows 2000,XP /2003 Size Z.BGMB
Add New Server/Vista
Frograms e i
= 5 o 3 19.30MBE
G * silicon Laboratories (P210x USB to UART Bridge Driver Linin er il
= Os ) . 0. 168
- Silicot Labaratories 1l
Add/Remove G Silicon Labarataries CP210x LISE ta UART Bridge 15580
Windows &
Companents é L 3L0EME -

Inztallation Location: Diriver Yersion 5.4

|E:\F‘rogram FilezSilabs\MCUACP2104Y

Urinztall I . é-ancel

Note: If the existing driver is older than version 5.3, please follow Remove EXxisting
Setup Files & Driver.
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REMOVE EXISTING SETUP FILES & DRIVERS

FIRST, REMOVE SETUP FILES

) Select the setup file.

2) Click [Remove] to remove the setup file.

ﬁE—r‘ Sentinel System Driver

& Add or Remove Programs =10l x|
Currently installed programs: [T Show updates Sort by: IName vl
|_—f| MSXML 6,0 Parser (KB333573) Size 1.31IMB =
fE Remote Display Control Size 0.08MB

ﬁE—r‘ Silicon Laboratories CP210x USE to UART Bridge (Driver Removal)

=
.. O aboratorie P210 P D = 0

Change Remove

3) Wait for several seconds while uninstalling the setup file. Click [Yes].

5ilicon Laboratories CP210x VCP Drivers for Windows 2000/XP /2003 Server/Vista ﬂ
Do you want to completely remove the selected application and all of its features?
e |
4) Click [OK].
X

- The CP210x Driver Setup Files were removed successfully.
\ld) To uninstall the CP210x Driver itself open Control Panel
and select Add or Remave Programs. Then, choose to remove
the "Silicon Laboratories CP210x USE to UART Bridge (Driver Remaval)™.
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5) Click [Finish].

Silicon Laboratories CP210x VCP Drivers for Windows 2000/XP 2003

Uninstall Complete

Inztalls hield *wizard has finizhed uninstalling Silicon

Labaratares CP21 0w WCP Drivers for Windows 2000/5=P/2003
ServerMista.

< Back Eaticel |
Ly

SECOND, REMOVE DRIVERS

6) Select the driver.

7) Click [Change/Remove] to remove the drivers.

Add or Remove Programs - X
dd m]
w5 Currently installed programs: [T Show updates Sort by: INamE vl
Change or
Remave [5 MsxML 6.0 Parser (KB933575) Size 1.31MB =
Programs
@ Remote Display Contral Size 0.08MB
iz Sentinel System Criver
|'|inq Silicon Laboratories CP210x USB to UART Bridge (Driver Removal)
To change this program or remove it from your computer, dick Change /Remove. Change ;’Remove
5
& snaatt 7 Size  19.30ME
Add/Remove _
Windows D soundmax Size  0.16ME .
Components »
G5 vGa Utlity Size  14.48MB
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8) Click [Uninstall].

X 5ilicon Laboratories CP210x USB to UART Bridge Driver L 5[
Silicon Laboratones
Silicon Laboratonies CP210x USE to LART Bridge
|nztallation Location: Drriver Yerzion 5.1

IE: SFrogram FilezhSilabesht CUSCPZT 00

| [rinstall M Caricel |
!

9) Click [Yes] to restart your computer.

X silicon Laboratories CP210x USB to UART B ﬂ

System Settings Change El

D] } You must restart your computer before the new settings will take effect.
-

Do you want to restart your computer now?
]
[~
M
CIFiIFTEran |

Note: You must restart your computer before the new settings take effect.

Lml
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USING USB VIRTUAL COM

CONNECT YOUR USB DEVICE

I) After having successfully installed the driver to your system, connect your USB device
to PC.

2) Click [Continue Anyway] to confirm the hardware installation.

Hardware Installation

] "_\ The saoftware you are installing for this hardware:
L
Silican Labs CP21(0x USE to UART Bridge

has not passed Windows Logo testing to werfy its compatibility
with Windows XP. (Tell me why this testing is importart )

Continuing your installation of this software may impair
or destabilize the comect operation of your system
either immediately or in the future. Microsoft strongly
recommends that you stop this installation now and
contact the hardware vendor for software that has
passed Windows Logo testing.

| Cortinue Frr:ma:.rL !| STOP Installation I

11
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3) Click [Finish].

Found New Hardware Wizard

Completing the Found Mew Hardware Wizard

5

The wizard has finished installing the software for:
(3 Silicon Labs CP210x USE to UART Bridge

Click Finish to close the wizard.

¢ Back . Eatizel |

Fhy

4) The system recognizes the new hardware. A few seconds later, another message is
displayed to inform you that your device is ready for use.

i) Found New Hardware IE'

Your new hardware is installed and ready to use.

12



Using USB Virtual COM

FIND OUT AVAILABLE COM PORTS

To find out which COM port is assigned to your USB device:

) Go to Start | Control Panel | System.
2) Click on the Hardware tab.
3) Click [Device Manager].

Advanced I Automatic Updates | Remote |
General I Computer Mame | Hardware

— Device Manager /

% The Device Manager lists all the hardware deviges installed

on your computer. Use the Device Manager to hange the

properties of amy device.
| Device Manager L |

Diriver Signing lets you make sure that installed drivers are
compatible with Windows. Windows Update lets vou set up
how Windows connects to Windows Update for drivers.

Driver Signing Windows Update
— Hardware Profiles
Hardware profiles provide a way for you to set up and store
different hardware configurations.
Hardware Profiles |

ok | caneat | i |

13
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4) Click to expand the list of [Ports (COM & LPT)].

O, Device Manager

Fle Action View Help

-~ @& 2@ A

= SEEy

B i Computer

& @ Display adapters

Bl DVD/CD-ROM drives

-3 Human Interface Devices
&) IDE ATA/ATAPI controllers
- Keyboards

B Mice and other pointing devices

-1
B Ports (COM &LPT)
. communications Port (COM1)
- o ECP Printer Port (LPT1)
Silicon Labs CP210x USB to UART Bridge (COM14)

¥, Sound, video and game controflers
- W System devices
23] Universal Serial Bus controders

14
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